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ON THE ANTIQUITIES O F  B ~ ~ I ~ ~ N .  

Plhn~iin is situated in one of the  Parophmisan vnllegs, distant about eighty 
o r  eighty-five niiles froni Cabill, hearing N. 75 W. T h e  valley is deep, the 
enclosing hills on either side exhibiting, to a greater or  less extent, perpendi. 
cular walls of rock, whence their convenience and adaptation for the construc- 
tion of caves. The  rock is called Jfung,  being sr conglomera~e of small peb- 
bles, sand, and divers-coloured earth, remarkably cornpact and hard. The 
length of the valley is abo~r t  nine or  ten miles, in direction frorn east to west. 
I t s  breadth is inconsiderable, but greatest at  the  particular spot in it, pre- 
eminently called Bhmian, and where the statues and principal caves are found. 
At this point also the  streanis of  S i ~ r k h  Dur, and J h i  Foladi, by their junc- 
tion, form what is culled the  river of Bhmian, which, flowing eastward down 
t h e  valley, receives a t  Zohik  the waters of Klilir, after which winding to the 
weatward of Irak, BGbhlik, Shibr, Ritchilik, &C., and augmented by their 
rivulets, eventually escapes from the  hills, and passing Ghori, falls into the 
river of Kunduz. 

T h e  nppella~ion BLnziL7t may perhaps be equivalent to  ' high region,' in con- 
tradistinction to  Danaib7~ o r  Xlarnhn, the  ' low region,' o r  that at  the skirts of 
the  hills-' BLm' signifies 'roof;' and when it is remembered that Asiatic 
roofs are flat, as are in general the summits of the mountains in this part of 
the country, we are at  no  loss t o  accouiit for the name, once probably univer- 
sally applied to  it, though now retained by a particular locality; and when 
we further consider its elevation above the surrounding regions, we  may admit 
t h e  figurative and emphatic interpretation of Bhai in ,  as afforded by sonie of 
the  inhabitants, who render i t  the ' roof of the universe.' 

T h e  mountains, among which Bhmiin is situate, are no doubt those desig- 
nated by the  Greek historians and geographers Paropimisus, as opposed to 
the  true Indian Caucasus, or  Hindu Kosh, froni wlrich they are distinct. The 
term has been cavilled at, but without justice. I t  was no creation of the 
Greeks, but the native name for the hills; nor need we doubt tliis, when we 
find it niatle up of par and phtn, signifying ' hill ' and ' flat.' Paropirn~is~u 
may therefore be translated ' the region of flat sun~mittetl hills,' and is a term 
peculiarly appropriate to the  countries on ~\hich  it was conferred. Knowing 
the etyn~ologj of Pnrop&misus, we learn that of Panlir, the  ' lord of hills.' 

T h e  priucipal antiquities of B i n ~ i i n  are its idols and caves, whicli have 
manifestly a connexion with each other-the castle of Zohbk, so  called-and 
the  remains of the city and citadel of Ghhlghi~lel~.  

T h e  cvidences of Ghi~lghGlell are numerous and extensivc, proving that it 
mnst have been an important city. Refraining from speculations as to its origin, 
we know from authentic history tl:at i t  was destroyed by Genghiz Khan i n  
1220, A.D. T h e  natives of Bimihn have a tradition, that it was re-ctlified, 
and again fell into decay, which is probable, there beiog many Moliamedan 
tombs referring to it, which have a less antiquity than six centuries, if painted 
&zed tiles to  be seen in them were confined to  China until the era of Gen- 
ghiz Khan, ns s ~ ~ p p o s e d  by soine authors. T h e  most striking of the remains of 
Ghblghuleh is tho,citadel or  place, the  walls of which encompass an isolated 
eminence. 

T h e  fortress of Zohik, so  called by the natives and by Abul Fazil, occurs at 
the  eastern extremity of the valley, where the rivulet of KalG falls into the 
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river of BQmlirn. We have not inapected it  with sufacient attention to decide 
upon its character, or to venture to advance an opinion on it, which future 
research nlay controvert ; WC therefore rncrely observe that, agreeing with 
Abut Fazil as to its antiquity, we differ both from his notion and that sanc- 
tioned by tradition, that it was a place of defence. 

The caves of BB~nih~l are found in the cliffb: or perpendicular fronts of the 
hills on either side of tlie valley, and on the northern side they uninterruptedly 
occur for a distance of six or seven miles. At the bpot called Dkmian, the ele- 
vation of the cliffs being most considerable, there are found the greater num- 
ber of caves, or snn~lccher, as called in these count~*ies, congregated as i n  a 
focus. Among these caves stand in niches the two large idols long known in 
Europe, and between thern are two other niches, in one of which are the 
fragments of a fornier idol, and the other as certainly once contained one. 
Opposite to these, diverging to the south-west, is the valley thro~rgl~ which 
flows the rivulet of Jhi FolCdi, and eastward of the citadel of GhirlgliGleh is 
a vnlley stretching to the south ; the hilla to the north and east of both these 
valleys are also perforated with caves, and among those of the latter is a large 
idol, inferior only in size to the two superior ones at Barniin. 

The idols are cut or hewn in the rock, and have been covered wit11 a sur- 
face of cement. They are erect figures, with their hands extended, and 
supporting the folds of drapery with which they have been clothed. Their 
featot-es have been destroyed, by removing one-half of their heads, or aa 
far as their lips, leaving the hinder halves with the ears, enorrnoi~sly large, 
appended.& 

The work of mutilation was one of some labour, and having been executed 
with precision, will have been directed by authority, possibly by that of the 
Arabian conquerors. A subsequent and less systematic mutilation has been 
practised on the idols, by breaking off their hands and fracturing their lep, 
for the merits of which Jenghiz, Timhr, AurangzCb, and even TimGr Shhh 
Dhrirnni, who are all accused, may dispute. 

The idols stand in vast niches formed in  the rock, whose sides, on a level 
with the necks of them, have been e~nbellislied with paintings. These consist 
of busts and seated figures, both male and female- The niche of the superior 
idol has on each side a line of twelve female figures, and, what is of great im- 
portance, at its summit, over the idol's head, is an inscription, obviously 
intended to unravel the mystery. The niche in which stands the second idol 
in importance has no inscription, but on either side has lines of twelve male 
and female busts, among which is one so valuable, that we need not regret the 
absence of a literal testimony ; over the head of this idol is a painted fill1 
length female figure. The niches of the other idols are also embellished with 
paintings. 

On either side of the niches are seriee of stairs, cut in the rock, which con- 
duct to their summits, or to the heads of the idols ; each series of steps leads 
to a snlall square apartment, and these several apartments have been superbly 
decorated with gildiug and lapis lazuli. To  illurnine these passages, apertures 
have been cut through the rock towards the idols. We ascended to the sum- 
mit of the second idol by the passage on the one side, and walking round the 
hinder part of its head, tlescended by the steps on the other side. Near the 
summit, or above the lines of paintings, the niclies have been widened ; and 
on either side has been forrned a takht, or ' sofa,' obviously for the conve- 
nience of sitting upon. The superior idol has or had the same facilities of 

SW r Sketch of them publitl~ecl with Lie l~t .  Burnes' D e r r i p t ~ n a .  J. A. S.,  vol. i i .  661. 
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ascent to  the  summit, but  a t  the time of our visit the lower caves near it wms 
occupied by on unaccommodating Tajik, who had stowed .in the passage hil, 
stock of provender. W e  could not prevail upon him, by menace or entreaty,to 
open the  path ; and he evasively affirmed that he had never heard of one. WC 
did not insist with him, relying upon n~aking a further visit, which until no" 
has not happened. I t  is a great point t o  gain these upper stations, as from 
them may be profitably inspected the paintings. 

Between the  legs of the  superior idol are entrances cond~~c t ing  into spacious 
apartments surmounted with dornes-and there are niony other caves at Hhnlihn 
which display the dome o r  cupola :-these we irnagil~e to  have been particu- 
larly temples. They, in common with all other caves, were covered with 
cement, in which the lines of moulding surrounding their circumferences, with 
the  ornaments a t  the  summits of the  domes, have been formed. The interiors 
of  all of them are  of a glossy black colour, from the  smoke of fires which 
were o r  have been kept up in them. Many of the  caves a t  B6miin are remark. 
able for their dimensions, a r ~ d  hare  other peculiarities in their form and embel- 
lishments. T h e  most curious are found above the superior idol, but in another 
c9ff rising backward; s o  that in walking from them to  the front o r  south, we 
reach the  edge of the perpendicular wall of rock in which that sculpture is 
carved. I n  these caves we saw the names written with charcoal of W. Puloorcrott, 
W. Trebeck, and G. Guthrie ! They are gained by an ascent a little to the left 
or west of the idol. 

There  can be little doubt, but that of the  vast number of caves which do 
not  terminate in cupolas, many were the residences of the priests connected 
with temples ; others may have been the  abodes of ascetics or  monastic classes; 
and as we find in Afghinistin that the  cave is invariably the companion of the 
sepulchral tumulus, without reference to  its nature, o r  whether it be a tomb 
o r  cenotaph, we may suppose the majority of the excavations at  BBmibn to be 
of the same character. When circumstances permitted the  erection of a tumu- 
lus, i t  became necessary to  excavate a cave; and we need not be surprised at 
t he  vast number of caves a t  Biu~ihn,  when we have under our eyes the ruins 
of a large and once flourisl~ing city, o r  when we consider the spot was a sacred 
one, possibly the most sacred, of the professors of the  then existing religion, 
and whither the  dead of the surronnding regions might, from pious motives, 
be carried for deposit. 

T h e  inhabitants, in speaking of the  three superior idols, call them the father, 
mother, and son,-presuming the second in consequence to be a female; but 
there is no  distinction in the  figure to  warrant the supposition that its sex 
varies from the  others. Of whatever sex the  whole may be, there is little reasoll 
t o  doubt but they are of one and the same. 

W e  visited Bhmibn under the idea of meeting with Buddhist antiquities, but 
i t  became evident that they were of another character. The  inscription was in 
characters unknown to  us, and continued so  until we were favoured by the 
alphabets of the Pehlevi and Zend from Mr. Prinsep, when we ascertained it 
t o  be a form of Pehlevi. T h e  bust of the king, among the paintings in the niche 
of the  second idol, we had found to bear an exact resemblance to  the busts on 
a series of coins constantly and numero~isly found a t  Beghriim, and which we 
called Parthian pl.ovisionaIly; but the characters of  the legends on these 
coins were very different from those of the Bhmian inscription. At  length, 
however, a coin was found of the  same class, with the characters plai~lly 
similar; in fact, comprising three of those forming the inscription. W e  now 
began to suspect we had sufficic~~t evidence to assign thc idols of Bhmihn. 



Under the idea that the inscription might be  rendered NANlrn,  we had ven. 
tnred to  communicate our suspicions to hlr. Prinsep : rhould they be con- 
firmed, the idol might be supposed to  be an image of Diana, o r  the moon, 
called by the old Persians NANAIA, but we are not yet eonMent of the r d i n g  ; 
and viewing a succession of idols, it occure to  reflection, that they may pas- 
sibly commemorate a series of sovereigns,-and t l~is,  even if tlle reading be 
allowed; for we find over the second idol, which hae no inscription, full 
length female figure, which may be Nanaia, and the first idol harr no f ipre ,  but 
a name in its place. W e  must confess, from the general appearance of the iJols, 
we should suppose them to represent lrlale personages. 

T h e  coins referred to  are probably of that description marked by Colonel 
Tod, when he enumerates among his collection, " rare ones of a Pnrt.hiun 
dynasty, unknown to history." T h e  term Parthian may cease to  be applicable, 
but we doubt whether the kings commemorated by these coins, and, we 
suspect, by the  idol8 of Bnmih ,  are unknown to  history. W e  take them to be 
the KiLnian dynasty, whose records, more o r  lcsa authentic, nre to be forlnd 
in Persian authors ; and whose descendants, if their own accounts be credited, 
still exist in the persons of independent chiefs in Seibtin. The  Thjiks, 6 0  

llumerously dispersed over Afghhnisthn and Tbrkisthn, and no doubt the more 
ancient inhabitants of the countries, represent the nation, in olden time, obe- 
dient to the princes of this dynasty. For  a series of ages, in Afghbnisth a t  
least, the  Tajik authority has been superseded ; and, wirllin memory, the 1jro- 
prietary rights of the Thjik to  the soil have been s e r i o u ~ l j  infringed by the  
encroach~nentv of the Afghhns. He  preserves few traces of his origin o r  
descent, and ns convert t o  the uncompromising tenets of Islarnism, recollects 
with horror that his country was once governed by infidels; while, as a t  
B i n l i b ,  he resides, and follows the ordinary occul)ations of life, i n  tlie tem- 
ples, Eron1 whence his ancestors, in all due solemnity, invoked the glorious son 
and dazzling hosts of heaven. 

Admitting the evidence upon which we ascribe the idols of Bimihn to  the 
princes of the KiBni;in race, witbout prejudice to their ilidividual character, 
or  whether they be idols of Nanaia and other deities, or statues of sovereigns, 
we naturally turn to  consider t l ~ e  possible epoch of their const r i~c~ion ; and 
this, if not absolutely to be fixed, is brought within a certain and compara- 
tively recent period, or  one subsequent to the destruction of the Greek-Bac- 
trian n~onarc l~y.  This monarchy, as Justin testifies, was overthrown by the 
Parthians; and the fact is, perhaps, as easily to be credited, as that its subver- 
sion was effected by the G e t a ;  though it must be allowed, that in support of tlie 
latter opinion, Strabo is very grave authorit!., particularly when he enumerates 
the hordes or  nations that effected the subversion, the Asii, Pasiani, T o c h ~ r i ,  
and Sacarauli. I t  Inay be, as Schefed hints, that both had a hand in i t ;  but the 
conclusion, by the same learned author, that .the Getre remained in possession, 
may bc liable to doubt, if we reccgnise the Barnian idols to  be memorinls of 
the Parthian (qy.) conquerors of Bactria. It is proper, however, t o  note, that 
about this time, the AZOZ dynasty, whose coins we bave, seems entitled to he 
considered; and if that appellation have any connexion with the came of the 
first of the foiir Getic hordes, as, we believe, Mr. Prinsep suspects, both 
Justin and Strabo may be reconciled ; for, ac1:ording to every appearance, the 
Azos dynasty originated in the regions bordering on the Indus, towards its 
source. A t  the kame time, it must be remembered, that we suggest the possi- 
bility only, that the Barniiin idols niap refer to the Piirthian (qy.) conqucrors 
of Bactria. \Ve have remarked, t l ~ a t  the gear 56 B.C. has been nlc~ltioncd a8 
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the  epoch of the construction of the idols (that will I)e of the m0l.e ancient 
one), and this epoch 111ight coincide with t h ~ t  01' 111e supercession of tile 
Greek-Bactrinn niouarchy ; but when this date is q ~ ~ o t e t l  as being I'olllld i n  tile 
Mahnlhdrn!, either the authority of that work has been cnrelessly advallcetl, 
o r  the work itself must considerably abate its ~)reteusions to the antiquity 
concedetl t o  it by solne. 

\Ye feel repllgnance to  renounce old and Favourite theories, but they must 
yield to  hcts .  W e  had plausibly enough given the  Greeks in Bactria for 
cessors a roce of Getic or I I I~O-Scythic  sovereigns, as we conveniently called 
them; and we concluded them to  be of the  Butldhist faith, because we llare 
read that such faith was prevaleilt in Central Asia about the  commencement 
of  the  Christian era. W i t h o i ~ t  deeming it necessary to  contest the latter fact, 
in favour of which, indeed, some proof may be adduced, we have gradually, 
however, grown sceptical as t o  t l ~ a t  of Buddhist supremacy in thcse regions; 
and the  term Indo-Scythic has yielded to  that of Mithraic, which 111ay s:lrely 
be  adopted, s s  clearly indicating the  religion of the  ruling powers, while i t  
affects not the  question of their race or  descent. I t  may be observed, that tile 
later antiquities in Afghinistbn and the PanjLh, o r  in the  countries along ti le  

course of the  Indus, are  apparently mixed Mithraic and Buddhist; nor is it 
improbable that the  two sjstems, if they were really generically distinct ones, 
should have been blended in the limits to which Loth extended, and were both 
inet,-it being considered that Buddhisnl will have been propagated with viva- 
city, when Mithraism was languishing in decline. 

O u r  objections t o  the term Parthiiin, as applied to the coins provisionally 
so  called, and to  the princes commemor3ted by them, and possibly by the idols, 
arise principally from the i~~~poss ib i l i ty  of deeming them Arsakian. Under that 
powerful dynasty, which so  long controlled Persia, it is generally lintlerstood 
that  the  worship of Mithra was cliscouraged ;-we know not why i t  should 
have been, ant1 might ask in return, of what religion besides the Mithraic 
could the  Arsakian monarchs have been professors 3 I t  may be, that as Par- 
thians, who have been supposed to be of Scythic origin, they were followera 
after the manner of their forefathers, whose rites it is one of the  objects of 
the Zendavesta t o  depreciate and to  condemn ; while, with the virulent feelings 
common to  sectarians, and in possessiol~ of the necessary power to allow their 
exhibition, they might have neglected no occasion to discountenance the oppo- 
site rites ant1 observances in vogue with the people of Cyrus ; whence may be 
accounted for, during their sway, the neglect of Persepolis and the fire-tem- 
ples of  Istakr. T h e  fire-altar never occurs on any ot'the coins of the Arsakian 
princes, while it is seen on those we suspect to  he referrible to the princes 
com~nemoratetl a t  Bhmilin. The  same emblem, indeed, distinguishes the coins 
of the Sassanian princes of Persia, successors in authority to  the Arsakian 
line, and who re-kindled the sacred fires throt~ghout the land, which had 
been extinct for centuries-but on their coins, it is always accon~pnnied by 
two guardians or  defenders-which are wanting on the coins of oiir princes; 
and as the more simple may be presumed the more ancient form, we might 
deduce from the  circun~stance a corroborative proof, that they are prior in  
date to  the Sassanian monarchs of Persia. Should this view be correct, r e  
learn that coternpornneous wit11 a portion of the  Arsakian dynasty, a powerful 
and independent sovereignty existed in Bactriana, whose princes became of 
the  orthodox Mithraic faith, or that so lauded in the Zc~zdnvcsla. It is obvious 
also, that they must have been subsequent t o  t l ~ e  Greek monarchy; and 
they were, and whence they came, con only be profitably sl)eculaiecl upon 
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when we become acquainted with the antiquities hidden in the reRionl nortlr 
of the Indian Caucasus. I t  ie an advantage, l~onever, to poblresa the knowledge 
of their exirtence, their coins nnd menrorials, whicl~ diwplay alike their language 
and religion. 

The height of the larger idole has been c~timrted at l20 feet and seventy 
feet respectively; the third may be about fifty fect, and the two other, were 
thirty-five and twenty-five feet in height. Surveying tt1e111, io connexioo with 
the theory that they serve to conlmenlorate sovereigns, the groclationa in size, 
os well as their nun~bers, Inay be turned to profit ; the former denoting the 
degrees of prosperity under which they were formcd, and thc lattcr authorizing 
us to infer that there were at least as many sovereigns as idols. It is also pro- 
bable that these idols, with their accompaniments of caves and tcmplen, nre 
not postl~urnol~s n~emorials, but that they were ccnstructed during the lives of 
the nlonnrchs who projected them. Tbat tbey are the lnho~~rs of a sc~ies  of 
kings, is an inevitable conclusion, from the moral i~npossibility that thcy could 
have been formed hy a single one. 

Supposing that Bimikn was peculiarly a sacred place, and on that account 
pre-en~inently selected for the burial-place of tbe sovereigns of the age, we 
may inquire what evidences we have of their sepulchres? Some ancient autho- 
rity-we believe Ctesias or Diodorus-dezcribes the mode of interment of the 
old kings of Persia; which was, by lowering down their remains from the 
sumnlits of precipices into caves hewn in the rock, and then closing up their 
entranceg. Some of the caves at Bbrnihn are so ~ituated, RS exactly to come 
within this description ; they are now inaccessible, and from their bmall aper- 
tures, coulJ scarcely have been intended for dwellings, while without some 
h ~ ~ c h  contrivallce as lowering down workmen from the top of the eminence, it 
is difficult to imagine how tlley could have been hewn at all. I t  i~ proper to  
obterve, that at Bbrntin there are none of the structures now familiarly known 
to us as topea, and which are so abundant in the regions east and west of the 
Indus; and their absence might suggest the idea, that they were a later mode 
of distinguishing departed royalty, and originated at the period when the 
Blithraic and Buddhist practices became mixed. Such a conclusion might be 
convenient for adjusting that epocl~, and to sanction it, the whole mass of 
Afghhn topes might be adduced as proofs, exhibiting the chaitya nnd the cave; 
but there is no reason to suppose tlle chaitya exclusively a Buddhist form, and 
topes are not irreconcileable with the mode of commemorating Persian mo- 
narchs-if the monument at hlhrghbb, north of Persepolis, be really the 
cenotaph of Cyrus, it being nothing but a chaitya or dahgopa; and we henitate 
to believe it not to be the tomb of Cyrus, having the hints of Arrian and Aris- 
tobulus, and the interpretation of an inscription (we believe found on some 
contiguous monument, which renders the subject doubtful) bv Professor 
Grotefend. hloreorer, if it be, we may inquire,-where are the dahgopes of 
the successors of Cyrlls 2 

The most ancient of the topes of Afghinisliin, which have been yet exa- 
mined, we think may be referred to the close of the first or commencement 
of the second century of the Christian era. While we suppose that Barnfan 
may be the burial-place of a dynasty of kings, we mean not to infer that it 
wns also their capital-rather supposing that it was not, althollph the comps- 
ratively recent GhGlgGleh may, nevertheless, t;e supposed to have been the 
representative of n preceding ancient and considerable city. The Parophruisus 
had been, previous to the conjectured period of the formation of the Bdmiin 
idols and caves, the seat of e considerable power-that of the Pandavn prince 
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SubhQ,  whose son Gaj, the founder of Gajni (Ghuzni), lost Iiis kingdom 
Euthydemus and his sons. 

I t  has been usually conjectured that  B6mi6n is the Drapsaca of Arrian, 
occurring in Alexander's route from Bactra, o r  Bulkh, to Alexnlldria ad Cau. 
casuin. Drapssca is called Drastoca by Ptoleiny, which IF-~lford tells us is a 

s ~ ~ b s t i t u t e  for the  Sanscrit Ilmslratca, o r  ' t he  stone city.' Adnlitting the 
etymology, we need not credit the  accompanying assumption, that towns 
before were only asseloblages of huts,"--an assumption founded on the caves 
of Bhmiin being hewn, 3s indeed all caves are, in the  rock, and thereby form. 
ing a stone city. If  our preceding deductions be correct, they never, strictly 
speaking, formed a city a t  all ; although one naturally, and as is proved by its 
remains, grew up and existed in their neighbourhood. Farther, if our conclu- 
sions as t o  the  epoch of the formation of  the  idols be well founded, they 
consequently did not exist a t  the  period of Alexander's expedition, wllich may 
account for no l~ in t s  being given of  them by the  classical historians and gee- 
graphers of the West. W e  are not certain, therefore, that Drapsaca was 
Bamlhn, o r  that  a city existed there a t  all, admitting the probability that a 
valley so  conve~iiently situated and fertile, was even a t  that time adequately 
peopled. T h e  stone city was a term applicable to  any substantial one. Tinrur,in 
his march from Bulkh to  India, halted for some days, as Sherif-U-din sajs, at  

t he  "fine city" of Khulm. This is an ancient site; and with Hybuk, Kunduz, 
and any other locality in the  route, may have a claim to  be considered Drap- 
saca. BbmiAn has also been suggested to represent Alexandria ad Paropa- 
misum. T h e  last word appears to  be a careless introduction of the geographers 
for Caucasum. W e  believe it was not used by the  original historians - excusable 
however, when we consider that  the ancients deemed the  Paropimisus a con- 
tinuation of Caucasus, and the passes of the hills between Ckbul and Bimian 
are, t o  this day, spoken of by the natives a s  passes of the Hintlu Kosli, which, 
strictly speaking, they are  not. Alexandria, it is clear, was built a t  the southern 
base of Caucasus-indications of i ts  locality more fully answered by Gl~orbund 
and BeghrPm. Bimian may be termed south, but widely, of the true Hindu 
Kosh, and, we should think, has little pretension to  be considered Alexandria 
nd Caucasum, beyond the doubtful one conferred by vicinity. 

Examining the  pretensions of Bimiin  to  be considered in another point of 
view-as a sacred locality, implied perhaps by its being selected as the burial- 

of kings, we have U'ilforcl's authority, that  it is represented in the books 
of the Buddhists as the source of holiness and purity. This may be of some 
value, as ehowing that  the same spot was held in the same venerated light by 
the  followers of two religions generally understood to be very opposite; and as 
the  antiquities are certainly Mithraic, we might draw the conclusion, that the 
Buddhists have appropriated the  property of others, and that the books 
referring t o  B imi in  are comparatively modern; or, we may suspect that Bud- 
dhism was originally merely a modification of Mithraism. W e  judge it unneces- 
sary t o  detail t h e  Mohamedan traditions respecting Bhnlian, which ascribe, 
however, the  idols to  SQlshl, whom they gener~l ly  assert to have been 8 giant 
infidel, first vanquished and then converted by Azaret Ali; nor need the 
Buddhist and Brahmanical traditions be noted, with a view to cornment, nhich 
consider Sharma, or  the patriarch Shem, to  be the founder of Bhmiin, because 
we have no proof that he was, or  was n o t ;  but when a writer so  tnlented 0s 

Wilford asserts, with apparent gravity, that Blioliin is the Mosnical Eden, it 
may be useful to review the grounds on which he bases his opinion, and nlakes 
an  assertion so  singular. H e  is compelled to recognise in the Landhi Sind 
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Helmend, the rivers of Kundos and Balkh, the Phison, Gihon, Frat and Ilid. 
dekel of the Mosaic acco~ints ; but it  ilr plain that he dgcndrr  upon the statp- 
ments of the Purbnux end Zcndnaetta. The former contain so mnny ericIence3 
of modern compoeition, that thcy surely ought not to be brought into cmnpe- 
tition or comparison with records of liigll antiquity, ns ere acknowledged 10 

be those of the Pentateuch. The age of the %endavcs!a hlw been mueh di+ 
~ u t e d ,  some conceiving it of unfi~thomable antiquity ; others, among wllom ir 
our countryman Hyde, ascribing it to the epoch of I J~r ius  Hystnnpe~; while 
others have deemed it of comparatively rnotlern origin. We are free to confess 
that we espouse the latter opinion, and the very passazea cited in favour of it9 
remote age, we think, are decisive against it. IVe atlvert to this uuI,ject tlic 
niore willingly, because we cannot help suqpecti~lg the possibility, tliat the 
Zendavesta wne compiled in the court of the sovereigns conime~norated at 
BBmian. 

I t  is worthy of note, that the Brahmrns, Buddhists, and Mithraists havc 
the same ideas as to the locality of paradise, showing that they must have 
acquired them from each other, or from eome common source. It is not im- 
probable that the two first adopted them from the last; end it may be con- 
jectured, though it will tell little for the antiquity of the Zmdaoesta, that 
ghrnian may have been dothed with n sacred character, from the very circurn- 
stance of its having been made a burial-place of kings-for so the Zendaoerra 
itself commemorates, when it describes Gorotman (DQmlhn, or its vicinity) tu 
a terrestrial paradise, and reveals its nature when it figuratively and mgnifi- 
cantly adds, " the abode of tlie Supreme Being and the bleeaed." There can 
be no doubt but t h ~ t  the larger idol of Bhmitin is also the niore ancient; and 
with its accompanying caves becalne the nucleus, around which all tlie other 
caves end idols were subsequently and successively forn~ed ; and it is a fair 
inference that, prior to the construction of the first itlol, there was no burial- 
place of kings at Bimibn, and nolie worthy of emphatic panegyrism by the 
author of the Zendavesta. 

The remote antiquity conferred hy some antiquaries upon the Zendaresfa, is 
not claimed by its author; and why he should be called Zoroaster, who called 
himself Zerdeslit, is only to be accounted for by tlie desire of theorists to  
identify him with a celebrated person of that nnme, who existed, according 
to authentic history, some centuries before him. Zerdesht so clearly narrates 
the details of his career, that it is inlpossible to misunderstand tbem, and 
they cannot be more correctly or more concisely represented, than in the ele- 
gant langnage of Professor Heeren, one of the most able advocates of the 
impenetrable antiquity of the Zcadavesta. Tlie Proressor writes-" The works 
of Zoroaster(Zcrdesht) abound in tletilils relating to his own person, as well :IS 

the countries and kingdom, which were tlie first scene of his career as a 

reformer. Ile proves, by the cleareht geographical data, that his native country 
was Northern Media, Azcrl~ijan, or the territory between the river Kur, or 
Cyrus, and the Araxes, both of which mnply themselves into the Caspian. 
Here he first appeared as a Icgislntor and a reformer; but soon quitting this 
district, he passed into the countries east of the Caspian into Bactra, the resi- 
dence of King Gustasp, who became his disciple and aduiirer. The original 
seat, therefore, of his new religion or doctrine, was Bactra, whence (under 
the protection of Gustasp) it  nns disserninatctl over Iran." 

Zerdesht, in givilig tlie nanie of the sovereign of Bactra, his patron, possi- 
bly gives that of one of the sovereigns com~nernorated at Bhm~in. If it be so, 
we a ~ o y  associntc with hin~ Lohrasp, his ~)rcdeccssor; and it is deserving d 
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particillar notice, that  the  romantic history of Persia ascribes to  Lohrosp the 
cons t r~~e t ion  of R I~erniitnge, to wliich lie retired, abdicating his throne in 
favour of Gustnsp, snrl from which be was called forth to  repel an invasion 
111)on Bulkh (Gustasp beingnabwnt a t  tlie time in Sciston), when he fell in 
battle. W e  perhaps gain from this history a hint as to  the origin of the caves 
and idols of BimiH11. Having coins with legends, which it is not too much to 
hope may be interpreted, we may ultimately ascertain these facts, when we 
shall be afforded triumphant evidence of the age of  the Zendavcrta; and it 
is cheering to reflect, that  records are preserved of these kings, independent 
of tlie Zendavesta, itself a most important and valuable one. These records 
nre within our  reach. and we have only to  distinguish fiction from reality, anti 
history from romance, to  acquire a full and satisfactory knowledge of a 
hitherto dark period. 

Zerdesht has accurately described the extent and partitions of the kingdom 
in which he lived, as justly observed by Professor Heercn; and what he 
describes, we shall allow the Professor also t o  state for us. " The opening 
of his I'andidad contirins a catalogue of tlie provinces and principal cities of 
that kingdom ; and this record, so  invaluable t o  the historian, is so clear ancl 
complete, as to leave no room for doubt. T h e  chief provinces and places, 
sixteen in number, are registered nccording to  their oriental appellations, and 
for tlie most part a re  easily to  be recognised. W e  learn hence that, except 
Azerbijan, to the west of the  Caspian, all the countries east of the same, as 
far as northern Hindustan, were, together with the  latter country, subject to 
King Gustasp, a t  whose court the  sage resided. T h e  whole of Khorhsan is 
here enunierntetl, with the  several provinces of which i t  is composed-Bat- 
triana ancl Sqd iana ,  Aria o r  Sehestan, Cabul, Arokhage, the  confines of 
Rindustan, ~ n d  finally Lahore in the  Panjhb, are  all successively nien- 
tioned." 

T h e  record of Zerdesht is, indeed, historically valuable, and describes the 
extended empire of Bactria, as it probably existed under Eucratides, and as 
it may possibly have fallen into the  hands of  the Kihnia;ls; in many of the 
countries as we know, and very probably in all of them, nre found their coins 
and rnernori~ls. I t  will he remembered that Ariana, o r  Khorisbn, formed a 
portion of the Bactrian empire, ns recorded by Strabo. Professor Hecren 
rcmarks-" Nothing, however, is said of the two chief ~ rov inces  of the Per- 
sian empire, Persis and Susiana, nor of their capitals, Persepolis and Silsa, 
nor of Babylon, whieh, nevertheless, were the  custonlary residences of the 
kings of Persia, ancl in particular of  Darius Hystaspes." S o  remarkable an 
on~ission will cease LO surprise, when probably, a t  the epoch of Zerdesht, we 
niay suspect those provinces, and also Babylon, were under the rule of 
Arsnkian provinces, and therefore could not be enumerated by him as forming 
part of the kingdo111 of Gustasp. They were also untler the  spiritual influence 
of those False Magi, ill the estimation of Zerdesht, against whom he is so 
severe, and whom he stigmatizes a kbfrtrster-a term for infidel, a reserved by 
nlohaniedans of this day i n  kufr. The  possible facl of a powerful independcllt 
r~~onarchy  in h c t r i a ,  subsequent to the Greek one, gives rise to many silljirllnr 
rrflectiolis on the  probable relative position it occupied with respect to tile 
Arsakian : and we may divine other reasons besides those already known, 
which inducecl some of the lattcr Arsakian princes to fix their capital 
Ral~ylon, or  rnthcr Ctc\iphon. W e  feel, h ~ w e v c r ,  that the time 113s net 
:~rrivcd for tlclirntcb spcc~~lntiolls, ncitlier can we venture to fix with ccrt:lint\ 
the  rpoch of 11i1. K;~i;hl~i:~n IIIOIIRI-cl), L Y U ~  W C  recl confitlent that 1)lstcli;ll' 
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exist to fix i t ;  and we do cherbh the hope, that it ir poosible to d w r o y  
that flagrant monster of fiction and prodigy of nationd vmity, Pmisn bti 
tory. If the Lohraspe and Gustacipr prore to be Bactrinn monarch, 
Zerdesht tells us they are, we may osk whether Queen Homai m y  not be 
Scmirnmis, and Rustam nlny not tllrn out to have flourisbed a little bdore 
the age of Mohamed. The same sources of information are open to  U#, 

were to Shah Ismael, when he wrote to Sheihaui Khfrn, "That if the ri&t of 
s~lccession to a thronc was dccidcd by hereditary descent only, it was to 
him incornprehenaible liow the empire had desce~lded tl~rough the various 
dynasties of f eshdndians, KaiBnians, and the family of Chengis, to  him, Eh& 
bani." 

As for the Zelzduvc#ta, howwer, i t  may be admitted that a 7~rdesh t  Boa- 
rished in the reign of Gustasp. I t  is bg no means certain that that work, m 
now preserved was written by Ilirn; on the contrary, the dialect, in which it is 
written, would seem to be proof that it was not-for it must arsurcdly be 
the most recent of all the dialects of the Pehlevi-if Peblevi a t  all; and 
accordingly, on reference to coins, we discover the first trnces of it on die 
very l ~ s t  of that series (whether Sassanian or Peshdadian) which bears them, 
and then not in the legends of the coins, but as marks manifestly pu~~clicd 
on them after they had been in circulation ! 

We submit these notes on the idols of Bhmihn, with the dbserwtione occa- 
sioned by them, in all due humility; and furnish the authorities in the insotip- 
tion, figures, and coins, on wllicli we hove based our conjectures, that others 
Inay judge how far they nlay be correct; and it must be noted that tbe coins 
which hear legends in the characters of the Bamibn inscription, do appear to 
us, at  least, to be tlie most recent of the class to which they belong. Tbis WC 

consider rather fortunate ~ h a n  otherwise; for if tlrey are still h'aianian or Pesh- 
cladian, we lnny be able to find other caves and hcrnlitagcs for Lohrasp and 
Gustasp-it being rernelnbercd that we are yet standing only on the threshold 
of discovery. 

Kabul, June, 1836.* 
From the Journal of the Asiat~c Society of Dengal, for November 1 O S  

HUMAN FOOD. 

WIIEW man is considered with reference only to  his intellectual part, it 
4s not wiurout reason that he is styled by Shalispeare, '' the bealllg of the 
world-the paragon of animals." A being, that is able in some degree to 
scan the work of creation,-that can measure tbe globe o,n whicll Ire lircs, 
a r~d  cnlculate the motions of tlie mighty orbs which roll in the immcnsitg of 
space,-that has subjugated the elements to his use, ~ n d  made lire, air, ant1 
water his vassals, may be said to be, " in apprehension, like a god." T o  
bring down our adnliration of tlais G paragon" to a juster standard, Ironv- 
cver, it is unnecessary to enter upon an estimate of his moral imperfections 
-the specks ~vlricli dnrlien and disfigure the brightness of Iris understand- 
ing;-it is sufieicnt to contemplate liim in his animal character, in  order 
io  see how nearly, with nII his int~IIectiraI prrtensions, Ile is allied in habit 
In the brules. I4uw 11torlj'C~ju~ is it to 11unla11 vanit:, to think that tlrerc 
is scarccly ally spccies ot' maltcr, a~iinlal or ~ c ~ c l a b l c ,  ill any slatc of 




